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LIVESTOCK-POULTRY HEALTH DIVISION
C. E. Boyd, Director

The Livestock-Poultry Health Division conducts a number of regula-
tory programs in the fields of consumer protection and animal health and
the diagnosis of various disease problems in South Carolina livestock.

The division’s three main areas of responsibility are the administra-
tion of the State Meat and Poultry Inspection Program, the Livestock
Regulatory Programs and the Diagnostic Laboratory.

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA, cooperates
with the Livestock-Poultry Health Division in carrying out certain
animal disease eradication programs conducted on a national basis. It
also provides 50 percent of the funds for administering the South
Carolina Meat and Poultry Inspection Program.

The following report highlights the activities of this division during
1980-81.

Meat and Poultry Inspection

This department’s responsibilities cover the wholesomeness of meat
and poultry slaughtered and the food products processed at all process-
ing plants in the State except for a small number of plants that operate
under federal jurisdiction.

A total of 145 meat and poultry plants in 39 counties are under state
inspection. The full-time staff consists of seven veterinarians, 70 inspec-
tors, a compliance-evaluation officer and two administrative personnel.
More than 100 million pounds of red meat and poultry are inspected
annually in state plants.

Animal Diagnostic Laboratory

The laboratory is staffed by six veterinarians and 11 technicians. It
provides diagnostic services in animal pathology, bacteriology, virology
and serology for the regulatory programs as well as diagnostic help to
practicing veterinarians and livestock and poultry owners in the State.

The laboratory is in a position to isolate and identify many animal
diseases impossible to differentiate clinically. During the year the
laboratory handled more than 3,000 cases and conducted more than
200,000 laboratory tests and examinations.

Cooperative Disease Eradication Programs
National disease eradication programs have been established in this
country to eradicate certain livestock diseases which cause great
economic losses to the livestock industry. South Carolina was declared a
U. S. Pullorum-Typhoid Clean State in October 1980 by the U. S.
Department of Agriculture.
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